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tributes of the same imaged group of facts, and hence appear as linked together of sheer necessity. Yet we should never have acquired these concepts without physical experience.
The combined action of the sensuous imagination with idealized concepts derived from experience is apparent in every geometrical deduction. Let us consider, for example, the simple theorem -that the perpendicular bisectors of the sides of a triangle ABC meet in a common point. Experiment and imagination both doubtless led to the theorem. But the more carefully the construction is executed, the more one becomes convinced that the third perpendicular does not pass exactly through the point of intersection of the first two, and that in any actual construction, therefore, three points of intersection will be found closely adjacent to one another. For in reality neither perfect straight lines nor perfect perpendiculars can be drawn; nor can the latter be erected exactly at the midpoints; and so on. Only on the assumption of these ideal conditions does the perpendicular bisector of AB contain all points equally distant from A and B, and .the perpendicular bisector of BC all points equidistant from B and C. From which it follows that the point of intersection of the two is equidistant from A, B, and C, and by reason of its equidistance from A and C is also a point of the third perpendicular bisector, of AC. The theorem asserts therefore that the more accurately the assumptions are fulfilled the more nearly will the three points of intersection coincide.